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The Rules: Legal Basis and Policy Basics
Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act
Basis and Goals
Development of the Law
Compare/Contrast Laws
Section 504
Special Education Considerations
General Education Particulars
Who’s eligible, and who’s not (And why it’s critically 
important to know the difference)

Criteria best practices
Differences between Section 504 and 

IDEA eligibility

LRE is Not Just a Place
Does placement determine IEP?
IEP best practice considerations
Smart Goals and Objectives
Dyslexia is not (any longer) a four letter word
The biggest ticket

Rules for Identification and Evaluation
IDEA
Evaluation Options

The IEE is not a blank check
How to properly (and efficiently) address  
Independent Evaluation requests

Staying out of Trouble; Simple Ways to 
Avoid Due Process
Comegno Combat Rules
Practical Suggestions
Capitalizing on District Resources
What wins cases? (Or more importantly, how can 
we best address student needs?)

Data

Discipline and Behavioral Intervention
Constitutional Limitations
General Education Rules and Regulations
IDEA
Regulatory Concerns
MDs, FBAs, and Other Great, Important Acronyms

Everybody loves a pony
How (and when) are service animals a Special 
Education issue?

Tips

Effective and Compliant IEPs
Regulatory Requirements
Practical Considerations
Who? When? How? How Long?
Consent considerations

They need to sign it.  (Right? I mean, don’t 
they?)

Ethical Considerations
Student Records Issues
“Need to Know”
Rules; FERPA, IDEA, State Rules
Team Involvement
Involvement of Teacher and Others
Transgender issues

He wants to use which bathroom?!
Scenarios
Case Law

1. Analyze IDEA and Section 504 principles and policy basics.

2. Establish policy basis for the major disability laws.

3. Communicate four strategies to help avoid due process and other issues.

4. Ascertain three strategies that properly address behavioral and disciplinary concerns.

5. Reconstruct the IEP development process that meets regulatory requirements.

6. Explore sensitivities to ethical considerations in the delivery of special education and physical 
accommodations.

Outline

Objectives

Special  
Education 

Law 
in 

Massachusetts

Featuring School Law Expert, 

John B. Comegno II, Esquire

• Transgender rights:  How does emerging case law and new federal 
direction affect your schools? 

• Are service animals a Special Education consideration?
• Balance the needs of the students with legal compliance and 

resources
• Develop a data-driven, bullet proof IEP and avoid costly mistakes
• Leave this seminar with concrete best practices to ensure  

compliance with legal mandates

A NoN-Profit orgANizAtioN CoNNeCtiNg 
KNowledge with Need SiNCe 1979

www.pesi.com

REGISTER NOW:  
pesi.com/express/76843www.pesi.com

REGISTER NOW: 
pesi.com/express/76843

Special  
Education 

Law 
in 

Massachusetts
TAUNTON, MA 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020
DEDHAM, MA

Thursday, February 13, 2020

WAKEFIELD, MA
Friday, February 14, 2020

Live Seminar Schedule
7:30 Registration/Morning Coffee & Tea
8:00 Program begins
11:50-1:00  Lunch (on your own)
3:45 Program ends
There will be two 15-min breaks (mid-morning & mid-afternoon).
Actual lunch and break start times are at the discretion of the speaker.
A more detailed schedule is available upon request.

Target Audience:  
General Education Teachers • Special Education Teachers • School Administrators 
Psychologists • School Psychologists • Counselors • Social Workers • School Nurses 

Speech-Language Pathologists • Related Service Providers
Other Helping Professionals that work with Children

Bring any Training On-Site!
• Cost Effective for Groups
• Customizable
• Flexible

www.pesi.com/inhouse

CE 
credits 

included!

 www.pesi.com/selfregws

FREE Worksheets
Self-Regulation  
& Mindfulness

Copyright 2017 © Varleisha Gibbs, Self-Regulation & Mindfulness All rights reserved.

PRE-ACTIVITY DISCUSSION POINTS

• Explain that we are amazing creatures. We can smell, see, hear, taste, touch, move,

and feel, both outside and inside of our bodies (heartbeat and breathing).

• Explain that those abilities are what we call senses.

• Tell the child that our bodies are like music: Everything works together to create

something beautiful.
• Present each item, and ask them to identify the sense being used.

POST-ACTIVITY DISCUSSION POINTS

• Smell: What sense was that for? What did you smell? Did you like the smell?

• Touch: What sense was that for? Did you like the feeling of what you touched?

• Sight: What sense was that for? What did you see?

• Sound: What sense was that for? Did you like what you heard?

• Taste: What sense was that for? Did you like how that tasted? Did you like how it made

your mouth feel?• The inside senses (internal senses): What sense is that for? How did it make your insides

feel?
• Joints and muscles: What sense was that for? How did it make your arms and hands feel?

• Body moving: What sense was that for? How do you feel after moving?

• Praxis (ideas, planning, execution): Have child place pictures in order on page 34.

Discuss how they did with either placing the pictures in order or following instructions

for pantomime or dance.

Copyright 2017 © Varleisha Gibbs, Self-Regulation & Mindfulness All rights reserved.

OUR SENSES

ACTIVITY LEVEL

• Foundational level and higher

ACTIVITY AIM

• Teach children about the nine senses

YOU WILL NEED

• Small containers, such as baby food jars or sandwich bags• Something for the:
- Nose (flowers, potpourri, or cotton balls with dipped in essential oils) placed ina container

- Skin (jelly, lotion, powder) placed in a container
- Eyes (water and glitter or sand) placed in a container- Ears (bubble wrap, beans, or beads) placed in a container- Tongue (candy, salt, lemon) placed in a container
- Insides (internal organs) (a straw to blow bubbles in a glass of water or inflate asandwich bag)
- Joints and muscles (a small, heavy object, such as a weight or a bag filled with beansor sand)

- Body moving (instructions to nod “yes” and “no” or play “Simon Says”)- Praxis (ideas, planning, execution) (the printouts for the child to place in order;instructions to create and perform a short pantomime or dance)• Provided printouts
• Crayons or pencils

DIRECTIONS

1. Follow the Pre-Activity Discussion Points. If the child has difficulty with listening andunderstanding the content, move on to simply presenting the items, allowing them toexperience each one regardless of their ability to discuss.
2. Present the items in the list.
3. After each item is presented, use the specific post-activity discussion point.4. Have the child fill in the sense chart, if appropriate.

Exercises for Sensory Processing Disorder, 
ADHD, & Autism Spectrum Disorder

Self-Regulation
& Mindfulness
Worksheets
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queStioNS? Call 800-844-8260 or e-mail us at info@pesi.com.

Live Seminar Continuing Education Credit Information
Credits listed below are for full attendance at the live event only.  After attendance 
has been verified, pre-registered attendees will receive an email from PESI Customer 
Service with the subject line, “Evaluation and Certificate” within one week. This email will 
contain a link to complete the seminar evaluation and allow attendees to print, email or 
download a certificate of completion if in full attendance. For those in partial attendance 
(arrived late or left early), a letter of attendance is available through that link and an 
adjusted certificate of completion reflecting partial credit will be issued within 30 days 
(if your board allows). Please see “LIVE SEMINAR SCHEDULE” on this brochure for full 
attendance start and end times. NOTE: Boards do not allow credit for breaks or lunch. 
If your profession is not listed, please contact your licensing board to determine your 
continuing education requirements and check for reciprocal approval. For other credit 
inquiries not specified below, or questions on home study credit availability, please 
contact cepesi@pesi.com or 800-844-8260 before the event. 
Materials that are included in this course may include interventions and modalities 
that are beyond the authorized practice of mental health professionals. As a licensed 
professional, you are responsible for reviewing the scope of practice, including activities 
that are defined in law as beyond the boundaries of practice in accordance with and in 
compliance with your profession’s standards. 
PESI, Inc. offers continuing education programs and products under the brand names 
PESI, PESI Healthcare, PESI Rehab and Psychotherapy Networker.

Counselors: This intermediate activity consists of 6.25 clock hours 
of continuing education instruction. Credit requirements and 
approvals vary per state board regulations. Please save the course 
outline, the certificate of completion you receive from the activity 
and contact your state board or organization to determine specific 
filing requirements.

Massachusetts Counselors: Application for MaMHCA/MMCEP 
continuing education credits has been submitted. For the most 
up-to-date credit information, please go to: www.pesi.com/events/
detail/76843.

Educators/Teachers: This course is designed to qualify toward 
your professional development requirement. The program is 6.25 
clock hours in length. 

Massachusetts School Personnel: This course may be applicable 
for 6.25 Professional Development Points toward your Professional 
Development Plan per the Massachusetts Department of 
Education recertification guidelines; check with your licensing 
authority for more information.

Nurses, Nurse Practitioners, and Clinical Nurse 
Specialists: PESI, Inc. is accredited as a provider of 
continuing nursing education by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

Nurses in full attendance will earn 6.3 contact hours. Partial contact 
hours will be awarded for partial attendance. 

Psychologists: This live activity consists of 6.25 clock hours 
of continuing education instruction. Credit requirements and 
approvals vary per state board regulations. Please save the course 
outline and the certificate of completion you receive from this live 
activity. Contact us for more information on your state board or 
organization specific filing requirements. American Psychological 
Association credits are not available.

Psychologists/School Psychologists: PESI, Inc. is approved 
by the National Association of School Psychologists to offer 
professional development for school psychologists. PESI maintains 
responsibility for the program. Provider #1140. PESI is offering 
this activity for 6.25 hours of continuing education credit. Full 
attendance is required; no partial credits will be offered for partial 
attendance.

Speech-Language Pathologists:  This course is offered for .6 
ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Related area).

Social Workers: PESI, Inc., #1062, is approved to 
offer social work continuing education by the 
Association of Social Work Boards (ASWB) Approved 
Continuing Education (ACE) program. Organizations, not individual 
courses, are approved as ACE providers. State and provincial 
regulatory boards have the final authority to determine whether an 
individual course may be accepted for continuing education credit. 
PESI, Inc. maintains responsibility for this course. ACE provider 
approval period: January 27, 2017 - January 27, 2020. Social Workers 
completing this course receive 6.25 Clinical Practice continuing 
education credits. Course Level: Intermediate. Full attendance is 
required; no partial credits will be offered for partial attendance. A 
certificate of attendance will be awarded at the end of the program 
to social workers who complete the program evaluation.

Other Professions: This activity qualifies for 380 minutes of 
instructional content as required by many national, state and local 
licensing boards and professional organizations. Save your course 
outline and certificate of completion, and contact your own board 
or organization for specific requirements.

*SAVE BY INCLUDING THESE PRODUCTS WITH SEMINAR REGISTRATION!

One of the greatest challenges that you face today is ensuring compliance and 
implementation of the IDEA. With the many recent changes in both federal and 
state special education regulations, it is essential that you not only have an 
awareness of the changes taking place, but also have an understanding of 
how these changes impact your day-to-day activities and the students you 
serve. A cursory knowledge of the law or applying common sense does 
not begin to protect school districts and professionals against the potential 
legal and financial consequences of misinterpreting special education 
regulations. Attend this seminar for the latest information on developments in 
the reauthorized IDEA and gain practical advice on how to effectively implement 
IDEA requirements in order to ensure compliance with the regulations while meeting the 
needs of students with disabilities.  Find answers to the following questions and many more.

What are the current Best Practices?  

How can data assist in IEP defense and litigation?  

How can I better support our schools, teachers and special education staff? 

Recent 
updates will be covered!

Speaker
John B. Comegno II, Esquire, founder and president of the Comegno Law Group, P.C., is 
recognized as a leading school law practitioner, representing public and independent schools through the 
Northeast region. He is a member of the bars of the State of Illinois and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
and has litigated special education disputes across the United States. He lectures to professional groups 
throughout the region and regularly appears as a keynote speaker for national groups across the country.

Mr. Comegno has broad experience in the area of special education and Section 504 litigation. He regularly 
mediates special education disputes and tries Due Process Hearings. Working closely with directors of spe-
cial education, case managers and members of child study and IEP teams to quickly deal with special edu-
cation issues on a day-to-day basis, Mr. Comegno has extensive experience dealing with disability-specific 
legal issues and is accustomed to providing quick and thorough legal assistance. He provides counsel 
regarding the eligibility, evaluation, and classification process.

Mr. Comegno also has extensive experience in handling general, day-to-day student issues. These range 
from compulsory education, student safety and disciplinary incidents, to constitutional concerns involving 
free speech and religious expression. In addition to handling union negotiations, Mr. Comegno is involved in 
a variety of labor and employment issues including confidentiality and reporting requirements for teachers 
and staff and sexual harassment in the school setting, including teacher-to-teacher, teacher-to-student and 
student-to-student harassment.

Drawing from hundreds of lectures to thousands of educational practitioners across the country, John’s lec-
tures are equal parts legal/practical guidance and humor, wit and entertainment. Attendees regularly follow 
John’s lectures on an annual basis and report that his lecture style not only well-informs but also engages 
and entertains. 
Speaker Disclosure:
Financial: John Comegno II is president of Comegno Law Group PC. He receives a speaking honorarium from PESI, Inc.
Non-financial: John Comegno II is a member of the American Bar Association; and the New Jersey State Bar Association.

Questions?  Visit our FAQ page at www.pesi.com/faq or contact us at www.pesi.com/info.

Special Education Law in Massachusetts

Section 504: A Legal Guide For Educators: 
Practical Applications for Essential Compliance

By Christina Sepiol, J.D., ED.D. 

From eligibility to the development of a Section 504 Plan, every aspect of essential compliance is 
covered. This must-have guide is filled with real-life applications, exercises to practice and problem-solve, 
and case examples.

FOR A SPECIAL OFFER ON

BOOKS & CARD DECKS

SCAN HERE 
Hassle-Free Cancellation Policy: If you contact us before 
the event date, you can exchange for a certificate to attend 
another seminar, or receive a tuition refund less a $30 cancel 
fee. Substitutions are permitted at any time.

Have a seminar idea? A manuscript to publish? The nation’s top speakers 
and authors contact us first. If you are interested in becoming a speaker or 
have a new topic idea, please contact Marnie Sullivan at msullivan@pesi.com 
or call 715-855-8226.
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PESI Inc. is proud to offer this 
seminar (at these locations 
only) free of charge (on live 

seminar tuition) for veterans 
and active duty military 

personnel.   Limited seats 
available; advance  

online registration required.
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Please complete entire form if sending by mail1
Mail Code: _______________________________   See mail code box on reverse side above your name & address

*Email address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                         *Email required to receive registration confirmation and CE certificate.

Name____________________________________________________________________Profession  __________________________

Billing Address _____________________________________________________________________________   Home    Work

Company Name (if work address): ________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________ County__________________________State____________ Zip _______________

*Cell Ph (                )______________________  Work Ph  (                )______________________ 
                                          *Required for event updates

REGISTRATION FORM

SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW IN MASSACHUSETTS 

SAVE TIME!  Express Register Online:  pesi.com/express/76843

Select Location2 (make copy for your records) 

	TAUNTON, MA • February 12, 2020  (76843TAU)      
 Holiday Inn 
 700 Myles Standish Blvd • 02780 • (508) 823-0430

	DEDHAM, MA •  February 13, 2020  (76843DED)           
 Hilton At Dedham Place 
 25 Allied Dr • 02026 • (781) 329-7900

	WAKEFIELD, MA •  February 14, 2020  (76843WFD)           
 Four Points By Sheraton Wakefield Boston Hotel & Conf Center 
 One Audubon Rd  • 01880 • (781) 245-9300

Select Tuition3
TUITION including seminar manual 
$219.99 – choose one of the options below:
 	per person for 2 or more preregistering together —OR—
  single registration postmarked 3 weeks prior to seminar date

 $249.99 standard

ADD-ON PRODUCTS — Save on Shipping!—Products Distributed at Seminar
 $29.99* Creative Interventions for Challenging Children & Adolescents 

book  (PUB086115)

 $24.99* Section 504: A Legal Guide for Educators: Practical Applications 
for Essential Compliance  (PUB083930)

*Attendees add applicable state and local taxes except in AK, DE, MT, NH, OR

Select Payment Method4
All registrations must be prepaid.
■ Check enclosed payable to PESI, Inc. 
■ Purchase order enclosed  (Fed ID # 26-3896894)

■ MC ■ VISA ■ AE ■ Discover Novus
16 digits 13-16 digits 15 digits 16 digits

Card # ________________________________________________________________

Card Exp.__________________________ CVV#*: ______________________________

Signature______________________________________________________________

(*MC/VISA/Discover: last 3-digit # on signature panel on back of card.) (*American Express: 4-digit # above account # on face of card.)

ADA NEEDS
We would be happy to accommodate your 
ADA needs; please email info@pesi.com or call 
1-800-844-8260 at least two weeks prior to the 
seminar date. 

SAME DAY REGISTRATION
Walk-ins are welcome but admission cannot be 
guaranteed. Contact us for space availabil ity if 
registering within one week of seminar.

TUITION OPTIONS
Advance registration required. Cannot be 
combined with other discounts.
• FREE Military Tuition:  PESI Inc. is proud to 

offer this seminar free of charge on live seminar 
tuition for veterans and active duty military 
personnel. Limited seats available; advance 
online registration required.

• $30 Tuition: If you are interested in being our 
registration coordinator for the day, go to: 
www.pesi.com/coord for availability and job 
description, first come, first serve.

• Discounted Student Rate: As part of its 
mission to serve educational needs, PESI, 
Inc. offers a reduced rate of 50% off standard 
tuition for students. Enclose a current student 
schedule with registration form.  Go to  
www.pesi.com/students for details. 

QUESTIONS
Visit pesi.com/faq or contact us at pesi.com/info

OTHER WAYS TO REGISTER
Fax:  800-554-9775 
Mail: PESI, Inc. 
 PO Box 1000 
 Eau Claire, WI 54702-1000
Phone: 800-844-8260
Online: pesi.com/express/76843

please print legibly
©2019

Creative Interventions for Challenging Children & Adolescents
186 Techniques, Activities, Worksheets & Communication Tips To Change Behaviors

By Susan P. Epstein, LCSW, Parent Coach

Working on behavioral changes can be fun and successful for children and teens -- if you have the right 
tools and approach. Experienced therapist and sought-after parent coach Susan Epstein brings her 
signature style of innovation and fun in her latest book, providing proven and ready-to-use ideas to 
improve behaviors.


